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Wellington, R. G. The political and sectional influence of the pub- 
lic lands, 1828-1842. (Cambridge, Mass.: Riverside Press. 1914. 
Pp. 131. $1.) 

Reviewed under "Economic History." 

Wolf, J. Die Steuerreserven in England und Deutschland. Finanz- 
wirtschaftliche Zeitfragen, 13. (Stuttgart: Enke. 1914. Pp. 56. 
2 M.) ' 

Financial statistics of cities having a population of over 80,000: 1912. 
(Washington: Bureau of the Census. 1914. Pp. 410.) 

This is the eleventh annual report dealing with this subject. It 
contains the complete analysis of data presented in Bulletin 118. 

Laws affecting taxation of the session of 1914.. (Trenton, N. J. 1914. 
Pp. 32.) 

National and state indebtedness and funds and investments, 1870- 
1918. (Washington: Census Bureau. 1914. Pp. 203. 40c.) 

Report of the commission on the taxation of wild or forest lands. 
Senate no. 426. (Boston: 1914. Pp. 98.) 

Second report of the agricultural committee of the tariff commission. 
(London: King. 4d.) 

Sixth annual report on the statistics of municipal finances for city' 
and town fiscal years ending between November 80, 1911, and March 
15, 1912. Pub. Doc. No. 79. (Boston: Bureau of Statistics.. 
1914. Pp. xxcii, 257.) 

Wealth, debt and taxation. Instructions to clerks and special agents. 
Statistics of cities, towns, villages, and boroughs having 2,500 in- 
habitants or more, and of all counties and parishes: 1918. (Wash- 
ington: Bureau of the Census. 1914. Pp. 48.) 

Projet de budget des recettes et des depenses de I'empire de Russie 
pour Vexercice 1914. (Saint-Petersburg: Minister of Finance. 
1914.) 

Renseignements statistiques relatifs aux contributions directes et aux 
taxes assimilees. Annee 1914. (Paris: Impr. Nationale. 1914. 
Pp. 222.) 

La situation financiere des communes de France et d'Algerie en 1918. 
(Melun: Impr. Admin. 1914.) 

Population and Migration 

Democracy and Race Friction. A Study in Social Ethics. By 

John Moffatt Mecklin. (New York: The Macmillan 

Company. 1914. Pp. xi, 273. $1.25.) 

This book will satisfy neither the believer in democracy nor the 

teacher of ethics. It presents neither democracy nor ethics as 

universals, but reduces them both to mere expedients of opportun- 
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ism. It seems to accept a democracy limited by a color line, and 
an ethic which is closely related to the tribal God under whom the 
Jews occupied Canaan. Dr. Mecklin's premise is that every child 
possesses "an instinctive equipment" derived from his ancestors, 
and also "a social heritage, the legacy of traditions and ideals" of 
the group to which his family belongs. The group-spirit, there- 
fore, is the great formative force in society, and individuals must 
rise or fall with their group. Two racial groups that have de- 
veloped widely different social heritages cannot live side by side 
peacefully unless the superiority and supremacy of one of them 
is acknowledged, or unless the amalgamation of the groups is 
permitted. The latter alternative the white race will not allow. 
The whites will therefore "debar the negro as a group from com- 
plete social solidarity." 

The author therefore argues that we cannot have a democracy 
which will represent both groups. If we would preserve intact 
the civilization of our race our political forces must be those that 
emanate from the white group only. Dr. Mecklin concludes that 
the inherent antagonism between our democracy and race con- 
ditions can be treated in one of three ways. 

First, "the whites may strive to maintain 'an equality before 
the law' for the negro without social admixture or racial amalga- 
mation." This solution is dismissed as impossible. Elsewhere, 
but in the same connection of ideas, Dr. Mecklin asserts that the 
maintenance of "equality of opportunity" in a competitive in- 
dustrial order would eventually produce the economic elimination 
of the negro in the South as it has in the North (pp. 112-122, 
264). 

Second, a stable social order might be based upon the perma- 
nent recognition of racial divisions in the forms of caste. The 
author rejects this as "stereotyping" rather than solving the 
problem, although the natural conclusion from most of his thought 
would point to this outcome as inevitable. 

The third and final suggestion is to accept the situation as it 
now is, and "to insist upon a stern even-handed justice based 
upon equality of consideration." This implies, of course, that 
each individual as well as each racial group should be free to find 
a natural level in society. 

Dr. Mecklin does not venture to discuss fully the principle of 
"equality of consideration," a wise omission, since in most of his 
moods he would seem to think such a discussion futile. Never- 
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theless, from the viewpoint of the society that he represents, at 
least one of his concluding utterances is very audacious : 

It may very well be that competition and social selection, stretching 
over long periods of time, will bring about that ethnic homogeneity 
which seems to be a prerequisite to social solidarity and an efficient 
democracy. 

It is well that the door of hope is at last ajar, though only at 
the eleventh hour and fifty-ninth second. 

Six out of the nine chapters, although their titles differ, are all 
devoted to analyses of the inferiority of the negro, and to illustra- 
tions of his "lack of self-control, undeveloped moral sense, imma- 
turity of judgment," and strongly sensuous nature. And yet the 
facts and consequences of race mixture are inadequately treated. 
When the author illustrates the prevalence of illegitimate births 
among the negroes, it were well to consider carefully how large 
an amount of that illegitimacy is due to a white interference which 
it is not safe for a black man even to resent publicly. 

What shall the black group do if the white group deliberately 
tries to degrade it? As Dr. Washington has wisely said, the 
white man cannot hold the black man in the gutter without stay- 
ing there himself. 

The author gives no space to the amazing progress of the 
negro group in our states during the last fifty years, or to its 
significance for the future. He knows the leaders of the race and 
their works and dismisses the so-called "intellectuals" rather con- 
temptuously, though his last counsel of "equality of consideration" 
would yield to them practically that which they most desire. He 
does not discuss the relation of Christian faith and morals to 
the problem of democracy and race friction, an aspect of the 
case that ought not to be ignored by a philosopher. Islam is 
powerful enough to weld all races and colors into one band of 
brothers. Is Christianity so much weaker? 

This book seems intended, on the whole, to prove that the ob- 
stacles to a unified democracy are insuperable and that "as things 
have been they remain." He who reads it ought to follow it im- 
mediately with the study of Out of the House of Bondage, by 
Professor Kelly Miller of Howard University, a sensible and 
scholarly review of present conditions and of hopes for the future, 
and it contains much that Dr. Mecklin has omitted or but partially 
stated. 

Charles H. Levermore. 
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